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Published:  Friday, July 29, 1988
[Summarized below are results of an independent opinion poll of Managua residents conducted on
June 4-5 by the recently formed university-based Nicaraguan Institute of Public Opinion (Itztani),
and sponsored by Managua's Central American University and the Inter-American Research
Center headquartered in Los Angeles, Calif. The Central American University (also known as
the Catholic University) is described as the nation's most politically independent institution of
higher education. Next, as pointed out by AP (06/30/88), although independent polling is not
legal in Nicaragua, the government did not interfere with this survey. Students were employed
to interview a random sample of 1,129 adults residing in 62 of the city's 162 barrios. Respondents
derived from five different types of neighborhoods in Managua, ranging from upper-income barrios
to "asentamientos populares" (essentially, the worst of Managua's low-income barrios). Of the
total, 34% were 16 to 24 years of age; 38%, 25 to 39; and, 28%, 40 and older.] Economy * 74% of all
respondents said their family's economic situation was worse than a year ago; 18% said the situation
had not changed; 7% cited an improvement. * Responding to a question on the country's "principal"
economic problem, 68% mentioned shortages, low salaries, inflation or inadequate production; 8%,
"bad government"; 19%, the war, US aggression, or the US economic embargo. * 37.7% described
the government's overall economic management since 1979 as "bad" or "terrible"; 37.7%, "fair";
21.8%, "good" or "excellent." * On whether the government appears to be genuinely committed
to resolving the country's economic difficulties, 65% said "yes"; 27% disagreed. Domestic politics
* 46% cited "war" or "foreign aggression" as Nicaragua's principal political problem; 15.7%, "bad
government," "absence of political freedom," or "lack of a political project"; 5.9%, "the contras,"
or "internal opposition." * 27.3% described the government's overall policies and actions since the
revolution as good or excellent; 41.4%, fair; and 26.1%, bad or terrible. * 42.4% said President Daniel
Ortega's management of the government was good or excellent; 29.3%, fair; 21.2%, bad or terrible.
* 48% said the Sandinista government is "not democratic"; 40% described the government as
"democratic"; 12% answered, "I don't know." * For 40.6% of the respondents, Costa Rica qualified as
the most democratic country in Central America; 23%, Nicaragua; 5%, Guatemala; 2%, El Salvador.
* On whether the Sandinista government has shown "respect" for opposition parties, 47.5% said,
"yes"; 38.6%, "no." * 59.6% cited no political party affiliation; 28.3%, FSLN; 3%, Liberal parties; 3%,
Social Christian parties; 2%, Conservative Party; 1%, Marxist parties. War and peace * 85.9% said
they were opposed to more US aid for the contras; 9.1% indicated support for more aid. * 47% cited
"President Reagan," "the contras," or "the US" as the principal cause of the war; 14%, "FSLN," or
"lack of democracy"; 8%, "struggle for power"; 2%, "communism" or "totalitarianism." * 48.1% said
they did not believe that permanent ceasefire talks between the government and the contras will
bring peace to Nicaragua; 41.6% claimed the talks will result in peace. * 57% favor the formation of
a political party in Nicaragua by the contras; 36% said they disapproved of a party formed by the
contras. * 70% said they believed the government is genuinely committed to the search for peace;
24% disagreed. * 52.5% stated that the Sandinista government is complying with the regional peace
accords of August 1987 ("Esquipulas II"); 33.3% said the government is not in compliance; 14.1%
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claimed they did not know. * 85% favored government "dialogue" with internal opposition parties
to achieve peace; 11% were opposed. * 36.3% said Nicaragua ranked first as the country which has
done the most to achieve peace in Central America; 22.8%, Costa Rica; 4%, Mexico; 3%, US. * 36.7%
said the US ranked first as the country which done the least to achieve peace in the region; 28.6%,
Honduras; 11.2%, Nicaragua; 2%, El Salvador. * On whether Mexico and the Contadora process
have contributed to peace in the region, 60% said "yes"; 24.2%, "no"; 15.2%, "don't know". Other
Items on US * In response to a question on what interviewees most admired about the US, 42% said
"nothing"; 22%, "development" or "technology"; 7%, "democracy" or "freedom." * 68% described
US Central America policy as bad or terrible; 17.2%, fair; 8%, good or excellent. Items on USSR
and Cuba * 57% described Soviet Central America policy as good or excellent: 14%, fair; 13%, bad
or terrible. [At all income levels the USSR's policy toward the region received a higher positive
response than Washington's.] * 53.5% described Cuban Central America policy as good or excellent;
15.8%, fair; 17.9%, bad or terrible. (Basic data from 07/14/88 report by Regional Coordination for
Economic and Social Research of Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua; CAU,
07/15/88)
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